In some recent publications other authors obtained the following results: Gardner (1953) found in males a total amount of 40 to 130 \g=m\g. of 17-ketosteroids (17-KS), in females 25 to 100 \g=m\g./100 ml. of plasma. Migeon & Plager (1954 b) and Migeon (1956) isolated dehydroepiandrosterone (DHA) and androsterone from peripheral human blood. The values in male plasma were 29.3\p=n-\69.0 \g=m\g. DHA and 9.6\p=n-\30.0 \g=m\g. androsterone per 100 ml. In females the amount varied depending on the stage of the cycle, the values being 18.2\p=n-\81.0 DHA and 2.9\p=n-\37.0 androsterone per 100 ml. (Migeon & Plager, 1954 a, Migeon, 1955 liberated an important amount of the neutral steroids. In extract »G¿« also the sum of androsterone plus DHA, amounting to 39.4 fig., is 18.8 fig. lower One is forced into the hypothesis that the kidneys will, in all probability, play an active role in steroid metabolism of the human being, as was already pointed out by several investigators for a series of in vitro experiments (Clark 8c Kochakian, 1947 , Kochakian 8c Aposhian, 1952 , West 8c Samuels, 1951 , Schnei¬ der 8c Horstmann, 1951 , Ganis et al.. 1956 ).
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